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IRISH MIGIIATORT AGMCtfLTUML lABOMESS, 

1887 . 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES STEWART VANE TEMPEST, 
MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY, 

&c., &c., &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GBNBRAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 


Mat it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who habitually seek employment at a distance from their own 
homes, especially in England and Scotland. These Tables are in continuation of those 
presented annually since the year 1880, and are comparable with the statistics on this 
subject published in the Report on the Census of Ireland for 1841. 

The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, with his usual kindness, 
furnished the statistics of “ haiwestmen ” travelling over that Company’s lines. The 
returns from the various ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, and 
the information obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers has been procured by 
the enumerators of agricultural statistics. The results are set forth in the following 
statements ; — 

Return showing tlie Number of Labourers who left each of the undermentioned Ports from the 

1st Januarj', 1887, to the 31st August, 1887, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 


POBTS- 

Jauitavy. 

February. 

Maveb. 

Ap,„. 

May. 


July. 

August. 

Total to 
the end of 
August. 

Balliua, 
Belfast, . 
Coleriiine, . 
Cork, 

Drogheda, . 
Dundalk, . 
Dalway, 
Greenoro, . 
Lame, 
Limerick, . 
Londouderry, 
Newry, 
Portrush, . 
Sligo, 

WiUT(:n])oiirt, 
Waterford, 
Westi'ort, . 
AVexford, . 

Total, 

6 

368 

23 

14 

37 

58 

89 

1 

214 

17 

13 

17 

i) 

5 

313 

15 

36 

• 

44 

81 

208 

12 

26 

5 

1 

11 

316 

19 

8 

33 

35 

93 

1911 

10 

44 

4 

9 

6 

11 

391 

30 

10 

22 

iO 

70 

109 

167 

24 

92 

1 

29 

10 

27 
456 

25 

28 
14 
19 

68 

97 

1 

344 

24 

89 

24 

13 

46 

336 

22 

13 

53 

33 

302 

91 

6 

809 

74 

8 

622 

27 

15 

8 

327 

18 

23 

25 

3 

46 

94 

398 

16 

9 

116 

5 

45 

15 

6 

282 

17 

8 

6 

30 

105 

313 

8 

27 

40 

27 

li 

120 

2,789 

169 

51 

151 

199 

3 

653 

759 

8 

2,643 

185 

44 

1,042 

47 

163 

80 

871 

760 

778 

976 

1,229 

2,457 

1,148 

887 

9,106 


A 2 
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* AGRICTJLTUKAl STATISTICS, mELAND, 1887. 

Rjlway”Srpany“— Midland Great Western 

NroiBER ot Haevestmes conveyed over the lIlDLAro Geeat Westeen Raiiwat Systbji from the 
undermentioned Stations during the Season of 1887. 


Athlone, 
Baliinasioe, 
Woodlawn, 
Atlienry, 
Dunitmon, . 
iidge^v•nl•th.stown 
Longford, . 
.Diiimod, 

Garrick, 

Boyle, 

Ballyniote, . 
•Sligo, 

1‘allyaadare, 

Edmondstown, 

B.ahagliade.rrecn, 

Ko.scommon, 

Ballynioc, . 

I Castlereiigli, 
Ballinlongh, 
Baliyliaunis, 
(JlarcmoiTis, 
Balia, 

Alamilla, 
Castleliar, . 
Wo,sti)ort, . 
Foxforcl, . 
Ballina, 

Colloonev, 

Kilfree, . 

Total, . 



Number 

of 

Harvestmen 

Poor Law Union. 

County. 


69 

Atliloiie, 

Eailinasloe, 



137 

Galway. 



Do. 

Do. 


401 

Longlu'ea, 

Do. 


46 

lloscommon, 

Do. 


5 

Grauartl, . 



80 

Longford, . 

Do, 


33 

Jloliill, 



31 

CniTick-ou-SIianuon 

Do. 


88 

Bovle, 



1,424 

Sligo, 

Sligo. I 


103 

Do. 

Do. 


118 

Do. 

Do. 


7 

Custlercagli, 

Sfa.yo. 


2,491 

Do. 

Do. 


377 

Roscomiiioii, 

Roscommon. 


346 

Gleunamaddy, , 

Galway. 



Ca-stlereagh, 



995 

Do. 

Do. 


3,274 

ClareinoriTs, 

3Iayo. 



Do. 

Do, 


1,008 

Castlebar, 

Do, 


14 

Do. 

Do. 


1,229 

Do. 

Do. 


1,653 

Westjiort, . 

Do. 


2,785 

Swineforcl, 

Do. 


950 

Ballina, 

Do. 


1,163 

51igo, 

Sligo. 


21,355 1 

Boyle, 

Do. 


th'a''tho^e^v,!r''™'^ by the enumerators of agricultural statistics it appears 

^rieave tL rhL!" I"'"’® "'b° 1®* o® ^tended 

S AsV hod n 1 1 ft *?“ 1® employment as agricultural labourers elsewhere : of these, 
fOT l RS« *’’® *'“® “‘‘‘b® enumeration. The corresponding number 

From the ^ ' ® ™’'®®®® “■* P®*' ®®®t- “ *b® P«®®At year, 

with the i f * ®°bected by the enumerators of emigrants at Irish ports, together 
Mwov > n by the antliorities of the Midland Great Western 

^umevmn tr *bat 30,461 agricnltural labourers travelled as passengers 

&eTS, the f ®’?\Pi7v®®* ® b’staiice from their homes. Comparing these 

ngures with those for 1886, it appears there is a decrease of 131. 

1886 41 roR h“‘^ pMat Western Railway returns a decrease is observed, for in 
21 366 or rL*'?"®!!,™®" "l®n® Carried by the Company, whereas in 1887 the number is 
over this lint in fa?o“ ™„t® P>^®™®®y®®r- The number of harvestmen who travelled 
tt was 21 S 22,600, in 1883 it was 22,111, in 1882 

1878 it wnt m ™ "'®® 27,659, in 1879 it was 22,679, in 

1878 It was 2.3,880, pd m 1877 the lumiber was 23,266. 

bv the' tw?tret{ t° observed in previous years between the results obtained 

by the two methods is also obsoivable in the statistics for 1887. 

who nii>tatr,t,n“‘'lw"®t ®°"®iderable number of the agricultural labourers 

sible acfiimtoW f t 1 ^ England jiay two visits. This is an element which it is impos- 
Midland Creaf w** u°™ *b® emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 

emh ?li- Hmln-ay I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 

ui yeai, and that, a large number remain in the counties near Dublin ” 
the HenmtTfor ™*“.™®b b}' the agricultural enumerators apparently (as mentioned in 
migintir4^L?taSna ‘bosc who habitually piirsueVe avocation of 

tott/umhl „r‘ ‘b®„''®‘®™e furnished by the agricultural ciinmerators shows that the 
44 i.n e T‘“ P'‘™®b ‘bis particular kind of employment 

to tile Census of *b® mt® °1 2'4 per 1,000 of the population according 
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IVriGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

TT distribution in Ireland rrhen at home. 

II. Ihoir relative proportion to the population ; 

(a.) To the total population ; 

T. ■ ,**'® adult male population. 

’ iflny°“'"' '*®"‘ at borne as measured by the extent of their holdings 

IV. Their destination, 

in ihT&UotinfsI*™^^^^^ «»™a.-This is shown 


Table I.—Showing for each County and Province the number o£ MioTatory Aaricultnral Lahra.reve 


I’ROVISrKB AN C 

Population in 


igratory Agr 

ultural Labou 



iUDling to 

In, Cenaua 

jujlaiion 



• Numbor i 
; IS8A 

Numbur i 
1885. 

18Sa *" 

^'‘Tsa7. 

in 1880 

,.,.e 

- ■ in 1887. 

Leisstish Province : 



1 







Cni-low County, 
Dublin 
Kildare „ 
Kilkenny „ 
King’s ,, 

Longford „ 
Loutli „ 

Meath „ 

Queen’s „ 

Westmeath ,, 
Wc.\ford „ 
Wicklow „ 

•16,-568 

418,910 

75,804 

99,531 

72,852 

61,009 

77,684 

87,469 

73,124 

71,798 

123,854 

70,386 

14 

19 

12 

10 

77 

115 

68 

9 

16 

4 

4 

9 

53 

11,3 

15 

1 

3 

7 

1 

3 

8 

43 

89 

1 

3 

f) 

4 

9 

34 

27 

89 

2 

1 

7 

0’-3 

0-1 

O'l 

1-3 

1-5 

0-8 

0-1 

01 

0-1 

0-1 

0- 9 

1- 5 
0-2 

0-1 

O'] 

0- 7 

1- 1 

i 0-1 
j 0-1 
! 0'5 

i 0-4 
1 1-1 

i 0-1 

ilUXSTEll rnOVlNCE : 









i 

Chu'o County, 
Cork „ 

Kcny „ 

Liiiieiick ,, 
Tipperary ,, 
Wateiford „ 

141,457 

495,607 

201,039 

180,632 

199,612 

112,768 

12 

118 

143 

16 

21 

24 
47 
57 

11 

25 

12 

84 

83 

8 

15 

22 

66 

115 

2 

4 

1 

0-1 

0-2 

0-7 

01 

0-1 

0-2 

0-2 

0-1 

0-3 

0-1 

0-2 

O'l 

0-2 

0-4 

O'l 

1 1 1 ^99 

Ulstek Peovikce : 










A.uti'iin County. 

ST :: : 

Donegal „ 

].'>own „ 

Fermanagh „ 
Londonderry,, 
ilouaghan ,, 
Tyioue „ 

421,943 
163,177 
129,476 
206,035 
272,107 1 
84,879 1 
164,991 
102,748 
197,719 

26 

532 

180 

1,590 

176 

23 

104 1 
194 1 
113 

36 

417 

97 

1,603 

116 

26 

91 

148 

83 

7 

310 

117 

1,410 

101 

13 

42 

78 

61 

7 

336 

97 

1,228 

67 

17 

53 
24 

54 

01 

3-3 

1-4 

7-7 

0-6 

0- 3 
0-6 

1- 9 
0-6 

0-1 

2-6 

0-7 

7-8 

0-4 

0- 3 
0-6 

1- 4 
.0-4 

1-9 

0-9 

6-8 

0'4 

0-2 

0-3 

0-8 

0-3 

21 

0-7 

6-0 

0-2 

0-2 

0-3 

0-2 

0-3 

CoNSAUGHT Province ; 








1 


Gahvay County, 

Leiti'im 

Mayo 

lloscouimon 
Sligo „ 

242,005 

90,372 

245,212 

132,490 

111,578 

1,415 

397 

7,216 

1,200 

584 

1,357 

385 

6,586 

1,096 

704 

1,212 

297 

6,890 

1,003 

475 

1,077 

283 

7,442 

904 

442 

5-8 

4- 4 
29-4 

9-1 

5- 2 

5-6 

4- 3 
26-9 

5 - 3 

6- 3 

6-0 

3- 3 
28-1 

7-6 

4- 3 

4-5 

3- 1 
3( -3 

6-8 

4- 0 

SU.MMARY. 










Leinster Province, 
ilunster „ 

Ulster jj 

Couuauglit „ * 

1,278,989 
1,331.115 
1,743,075 1 
821,657 1 

331 

332 
2,938 1 

10,812 ' 

226 

!69 

2,617 

1 U ,1.'8 

157 
202 
2,139 
9,877 I 

182 

210 

1,883 

0,148 

0-3 

0-2 

13-2 1 

0-2 

0-1 

12-3 

0-1 

0-2 

120 1 

0-1 

0-2 

M 

12-4 

total ot li'eland, . I 

">,17-1,836 I 

14,413 1 

13,140 j 

12,375 I 

2,423 

hsj 

2-5 
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6 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1887. 

More than three-fourthe of the entire number, namely, 10,148, are natives of the 
Province of Connaught. Of these, 7,442 come from the county of Mayo alone, which 
county furnishes over one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. Ihe railway 
returns point to a similar conclusion, as the persons who travelled on “harvestmens 
tickets” from the Railway stations situated in that county amount to 14,_827,_or 
nearly one-half of the number returned by the railway authorities and emigration 
enumerators combined. In 1841 also, Mayo, as pointed out in the Report for 1880 
was the principal source of these migratory labourers. It must not be forgotten that 
many who start from Mayo stations on the Midland Great Western Railway m-e 
natives of Sligo or Galway. The 7,442 returned on “Form M,” Agricultural Statistics, 
were distributed among the various Poor Law Unions in Mayo ; the principal being 
Swineford 3 208 ; Claremorris, 1,540 ; Castlebar, 1,009 ; the numbers being much smaller 
for the other unions (see Table II. and Table in Appendix). The numbers furnished by 
the other counties of Connaught are : — Galway, 1,077 ; Roscommon, 904 ; Sligo, 442 ; 

Leitrim, 283. .... i i • tti x 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 1,883 ; of these, 1,228 (or 65’2 per cent.) 
are natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by tho various Poor Law 
Unions in this county include — Glonties, 499 ; Dunfauagby,290; Inishowen,205 ; Millford, 
148, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will_ be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 1,142, showing that nearly all the 
migratory labourers of Donegal and considerably more than half of all from Ulster are 
natives of the very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four 
unions. Of the Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which 
furnishes 336, of whom 198 are natives of Newry, 45 of Armagh, and 63 of Castle- 
hlayncy union. The county of Cavan furnishes 97; Down, 67 ; Tyrone, 54; London- 
derry, 53 ; Monaghan, 24 ; Fermanagh, 17 ; and Antrim, 7. _ _ 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 182 migi’atory labourers. These are prmci- 
pally natives of the counties of Louth, King’s, and Longford, which respectively furnish 
89, 34, and 27, or five-sixths of the whole number from this province. The numbers 
furnished by the other counties of Leinster are very small, ranging from 9 in Dublin 
and Kilkenny, to 1 in Wexford. There are no migratory labourers from Carlow, 
Queen’s, or Westmeath. 

The province of Munster furnishes 210. They are distributed as follows among 
the various counties Kerry, 115 ; Cork, 66 ; Clare, 22 ; Tipperary, 4 ; Limerick, 2; 
and Waterford, 1. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns tor the year 1886 
it will be observed that the total number of migratory labourers has increased by 48. 
In the province of Leinster the numbers show an increase of 25, or 15-9 per cent. ; and in 
JIunster an increase of 8, or 4'0 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were 
so small in 1886 and 1887 that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social 
condition of the labouring classes or on the labour market. In Ulster the number in 
1886 was 2,139, while in 1887 it is 1,883, showing a decrease of 256, or 12-0 per cent. 
A decrease of 182 occurred in Donegal, which county is the chief residence of the 
migratory labourers of Ulster. On referring to the figures for Connaught, it is found that 
the mmihers fell from 10,812 in 1884, to 10,128 in 1885, to 9,877 in 1886, but rose to 
10,148 in 1887, showing an increase of 271, or 2‘7 per cent., compared with the number 
for 1886, whence it appears that a large number of the inhabitants of Connaught still 
pursue the avocation of migratory labourers. Mayo still beads the list with the largest 
number, and shows an increase of 552 compared with the previous year. 

jl The, proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 

in the districts fro7n lohich they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1 000 of the population in 1881 is given. It will be observed that the proportion 
fbr the whole of Ireland is but 2‘4 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is 
found that the proportion in Connaught is 12'4 per 1,000, in Ulster it is lU, in 

Munster, 0-2, and in Leinster, 0-1. ^ ^ ^ 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population roached the large number of 
30‘3^por 1,000 ; in Roscommon it was 6‘8 ; in Galway, 4'5 ; in Sligo, 4'0 ; and in 

Leitrim, 3'1. ^ ^ , , . . i i . • n ,, 

In Ulster, the pro^iortion reached 6'0 in Donegal, and 2'1 in Armagh, but in all other 
counties it was under I’O per 1,000. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 


7 


In Leinster the only county where the number exceeded 1 per 1,000 is Louth, 
in which the ratio was IT. ’ 

In all the counties of Munster the numbers were so small that they were not likely 
to have any iinportiuit general effect. 

The following are, therefore, the counties in which the influence of the mio-ration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt : — 

Mayo, . . . 30'3 per 1,000. ] Roscommon, . 6-8 per 1,000. 


In the following counties the number appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
appreciable effects : — 

Donegal, . , 6'0 per 1,000. I Sligo, . . 4-0 per 1,000. 

Galway, . . . 4'5 „ | Leitrim, . . 3T „ 


Table II. — Showing by Boon Law Unions the Nmnber of Migratory AoRrouLTimAL Labourers (in 1887) 
whose usual Residence is situated therein; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the Population. 


I Poor Law Unioi^s. I Counties in whicli Situated. 


Agricuitural | 
Lalioiirore. 


■V UxioNS. , Coamics in tvliioh Situated. 


I i.coo I 

‘ of the I 
PopulaJ 


AbbeyUi.t 
Antiim, 

Atblone, 

Atby. 
Bnilioborougb, 
Biillina, . 
Ballinaslne, 
liallinrobe, 

Ballycastlc, 
Bnllyiiialion, 
Ballymena, 
B.illyinoiiuv, 
BallyAiaiiuon, . 

Bally'tagban, 
Balrothery, 
Baltinghwa, 
Banbrulge, 
Baiuloii, . 

Bawnboy, 
Belfast, . 
Delnuilloc, 

Borrisoltane, 
Boyle. 
Caberaiveon, 
Callaii, . 
Carlow, . 
Carrickma cross, 


Ca,sliel, . 

Castlebar, 

Castleblayney, . 

Castlecomor, 

Cits tied ei'g, 

Castloreagb, 

Castletown, 

Celbvidge, 

Clavenionia, 

Clifden, . 

Clogbeen. 

Clogber, 

Clonakilty, 


Queen’s, , 

Antrim, 

Loath and Meath, 

Armagh and Tyrone, 
Westmentb A Roscommon, | 
Kildare and Queen’s, 

Cavan, .... 
Mayo and Sligo, 

(iaiw.iy and Roscommon, . 
Galway and Mayo, . 

Antrim, .... 
Longford and Westmeath, I 
Antrim, . . . . | 

Antrim and Londonderry, 

! ’onegal, Perinanagh 

Clare, ' '. ! 

Dublin, ... 
Carlow,Kiltlare& Wicklow. | 
Armagh and Dov. ii, 

Cork, 

Cork, 


.Mayo, 

Tipperary, 

Rosconmtoii and Sligo, 

U UUeniiy and Tippei-.iry, , 
C.avlow and Queen’s, 

Leitrim and Roscommon, . 
Kilkenny, Tipperary, and 
Waterford, . 

Tipperary, 

Mayo, 

.Armagh and Monaghan, 
Kilkenny, 

Mayo and Roscominnn, 

Dublin, Kildare, A Meath, j 
Mayo, 

Tipperary, 

.Mouagbaii and Tyro 
Cork, 


•21,769 

l!l,7!!6 

32..V27 

-27,961 

19.876 

.80,720 

22,839 

-2«,1S0 

16.735 

17,166 

Ii7,79i 

36,015 

2G..U3 
.5, .554 
19,n67 
18,466 


1G.-229 

•.3.1)11 

239,283 

16,451 


HI, .5. 

41,215 

26,190 

l!!,43o 

4U'J(I 

19,477 

•26,051 


16, Kill 
31 ,.‘'26 
2).2,59 


Clones. . 
Clonmel, . 
Coleraine, 
Cuokstown, 

C'ooteliill, 

Cork, 

CorroGn, . 

Dingle, . 

Donegal, . 
Downpatrick, . 
Drogheda, 
Dromore, West, 

in. North, 

I Dublin, South, 
Dundalk, 


Dnumaiiway, . 
Duu!.liaugiilin, . 
Kdeuderry, 


Inidiower., 

liviuestown, 

Kanturk, 

Kells, 

Keuniare, 

Kilkcel, . 

Kilkenny, 

Kitladysert, 


Fermanagh and Monaghan, j 
Tipiterary and Waterloi'd, . 
.Antrim and Londonderry, . 
'lyron 


Limerick, . 
Westmeath, 


I Donegal, 

I Louth aitd 


Dublin, 

Dublin, 

Armagh, Louth, and Mon- | 




Clare, 

Cork. 

Galway, 

Donegjii, 
Kerry and L 

Gahvay, 




moatb, 

Donegal, 

Feriiiiiungh 

Cavan and 

Down, 

Kilkenny, 


id Tyrone, 
Meath, 


20,698 

23.009 

36,1.5-2 

30,930 

30,334 I 
145,-216 

0.020 I 


•25,813 

4.9.139 

31,030 

17,31.9 


4;i,l9:l I 

16.7-Jl 

41.316 

•20,1911 

17,428 

10..561 

18,774 

24,835 

37,138 

40,75-2 

•2^8114 

43,101 

10,974 

lojli-’ 

20,604 


33,404 I 
17..568 
30'.U34 I 
19,663 1 
18,790 
19,877 f 
28,733 , 
11.839 


' Sec Noto on page 12. 
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Table II. Sho^Ymg by Poor Law Unioss the Number of Migratoey Ageicultueal Labourers, continued . 


Unioks. 


Killaiii, . 
Killai-ney, 
Kilmacthomas. 

Kilmailock, 
Kilrufli, . 
Kiasale, . 


Oldeastle, 
Omajli, , 
Oughterard, 


Limerick. 


and Tipperary, 
and Wicklow, 


I A'itrim 36''25li 

15, ,571 

Londondeiry, . . , 26,231 

Clare and Limerick, . . 75|o5i 

Antrim and Down, . . .55 618 

Waterford, . . . ] 7^254 

J'crmanagb, . . . 20 844 

.... .85,40.5 

l>oncKal and Londonderry, 59,611 

Longford,, . . . 28 did 

Galway, .... 25,237 

Antrim, Annagb, & Dowd, 62 982 

, • ■ • • 29,452 I 

liondonderry, ... 62 620 I 


Tipperary, 

Clare and Galway, , 
Carlow, We.\ford, & Wick- 
low, 

Cork, . . . ■ 

Cork, . . . j 


0'2 Sliillelagh, 

OT Skibbereen, 
0-8 Skull, . 


32,280 

12,369 

45,063 

37,216 

17,449 

21,734 

53,714 
1 6,873 
28,867 
41,035 
2,5,721 
60,578 
18,254 
39,8.82 
13,261 
27,609 


Swineford, 

Thomastown, 


Kilkenny, 

Tipperary, 


Meath, 

Galway, 


Monaghan, 
Galway, . 


Kiidare and Wicklow, 
Meath, , 

Tipperary, 

Limerick, . 

Carlow, Kilkenny, and Wex 
ford, 

Armaglt and Down, . 


Waterford, 

Wexford’ 
Youghal, . 


Kilkenny and Waterford, 


Mayo, ' 
Wexford, 
Cork ■ 


id Waterford, 


The following statement shows by Poor Law Unions the proportion of Mis-ratorv 
.abourers m all those districts where it exeeod.s in ner i non "I migratory 


FooB Law Uwions. 

Counties iu wliich situated. 

Rate 

Poon Law Unions. 

CouiiUes ia which situated. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

Swineford, 
ClaremoiTis, 
Castlebar, . 
Castlereagh, 

Glennamaddy, . 

Mayo, 

Do., . 

Do,, . 

Mayo and Roscom- 
mon, . 

Galway, . 

59-7 

48'2 

31-3 

24-8 

23-8 

Ballina, 
Duufanagliy, 
Westport, . 
Glenties, . 
Moiiutbellew, 
Toberonrry, 

Mayo and Sligo, 
Donegal, . 

Mayo, 

Donegal, . 

Galway, . 

Sligo, . . : 

20'0 

17-3 

13-6 

13-3 

12-8 

11-6 


The propOTtion of migratory labourers to the adult male population is on imno i t 
element. This is shown m Table HI,, and the results are “ important 

when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total populatio” ® 

111 this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable hn-ht for’ it is fe., n tl, 

DO less than 13'4 per cent, of tlie arlnlt male rte-rvni.-if.;... ii “ i ^ it is found that 

distance from their homes. In no other county in Uknd' doUtS 
3 per cent. ^ ireiana does the proportion reach 

In Roscommon the proportion is 27 per cent - in oo • ^ , 

in Sligo, PCI in Leitrih U; i„ no othoi.^olM;‘d„es percent.®"'™"’ ^ 

* See Note on page 12. 
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Tablb III.— Showing for each County and Province the Hiimljcr of Migratory Agiicultm'al Labourers whose 
usual Residence is situated therein ; the Total Number of Males Twenty years of age and upwards^ according 
to tlie Census of 1881, and the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter niimber. 


PUOVIXCBS ANB Counties. 

Number cf 
Mules 20 years 
of ago a'liil 
upwards. 

•Migratory Ayriciiltur.al 

l-ltOVINCS3 AND CoUKTIEa 

*“," 25 " 

Migratory Agricultural 
I Labourera. 

Number. 

Rato 
per coat. 

Number. 

per ceut. 

Leinster Province : 




Ulster Province ; 




C.ai-low County, 

12,761 

_ 



Antrim County, 

101,139 




111, .365 

9 



Armagli 




Kildai-o „ 

24,202 

4 



Cavan „ 




Kilkenny „ 

27,478 

9 



Donegal ,, 

52,566 



Kings „ 

20,949 

34 

0-2 





Longfoixl ,, 

16,458 

27 

0-2 

Fermanagh ,, 

23,047 



Louth „ 

20,470 

89 

0-4 

Londonderry „ 




Meath ,, 

26,288 

2 

— 

Monaghan „ 

“>6,830 

24 

0-1 

Queen’s ,, 

20,700 









W estmeatii „ 

20,530 








Wexford „ 

34,560 

1 







Wicklow „ 


y 










Galway County, 

60,758 

1,077 

1-8 





Leitrim ,, 

22,209 

283 

1-3 





i'layo „ 

5-5,463 

7,442 

13-4 









hluKSTER Province : 




Sligo „ 

26,934 

442 

1-0 

Clave County, 

36,483 

22 






Cork „ 

127, .516 

66 

0-1 

SuMlIARy. 




Kerry „ 

48,070 

115 

0-2 

Leinster Province, . 

357,051 

182 

0-1 

Limerick „ 

4-5,953 

2 



Munster ,, 

341,252 



Tipperary „ 

5.3,851 

4 



Ulster „ 




Waterford ,, 

29,-379 

1 

- 

Connaught „ 

198,508 

10,148 

51 





Total of Ireland, . 

1,337,516 

12,423 

0-9 


The social 'position of the Irish 2Iigratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder, and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. ^ Table IV. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
12,423 Irish migratory labourers 7,757 or 62'4 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage for each of the four provinces of migratory labourers who are not land- 
holders is as follows : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Leinster, 

Munster, 


6M 

G4-5 

81-9 

92-4 


Thus the landholding migratory labourers are pro})ortionally more numerous 
in Connaught than elsewhere. Again, the average amount of land held by those who 
are landholders IS greater in Connaught than elsewhere. The number of landholders ; 
the number having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres ; 
and the per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster, 

Mimster, 

Leinster, 


Number of Migratory Holders of 

Labourers who are Landholders, over live acre 

3,949 3, .519 

. 668 471 

16 16 

33 14 


Not exceeding 
live Hcres- 

430 

197 

19 


Per-centage not 

10-9 

29-5 

0-0 

57-6 


A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connauo-ht that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers hold farms exceeding an area, of fifteen 
a.cres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be borne in mind. ® 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the conditions of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land hear pretty much the same ratios as when 
considered by provinces : the proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix. It will be observed that of the 
7,442 natives of Mayo, 2,855, or 38'4 per cent., are landholders, and ot these 2,855 only 
227, or 8’0 per cent., occupied holdings not exceeding five acres. 

B 
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Table IV.— Showing, by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area of their Holdings, 


Classllicatioii of Holdings in 


PllO 

„0... 



y: 



Lcinatcr. 


Ulster. 

Conoauglit. 


No. of Migratoiy Agricultural 
Labourers not Landlioldei-s, 

149 

194 

1,215 

6,199 

7,757 

No. having: — 

Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 

2 


11 

19 

32 

Do. above 1 ) 

, bo 

2 acres, . 

7 



18 

54 


Do. „ 2 j 


3 „ 

2 



47 

60 

109 

Do. „ 3 • 


4 >, 

4 



66 

124 

193 

Do. „ 4 1 


[5 

4 

- 

56 

173 

233 

1 Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 

19 

— 

197 

430 

646 

Holdings above 5 


'10 aa’es, 

8 

2 

207 

1,440 

1,657 

Do, „ 10 


15 „ . 

5 

2 

84 

1,040 


Do. „ 15 

£•0 

20 „ . 

1 

1 

63 

601 


Do. „ 20 

a V 

'25 „ . 



4 

22 





30 „ . 

— 

1 

15 

112 


Do. „ 30 


40 „ . 



2 

26 

77 


Do. above 40 acres 


— 

4 

55 

44 

103 

1 Gross Total, 



182 

210 

1,883 

10,148 

12,423 


— The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special 
attention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


Elsewhere in Ireland. England. Scotland. 

71 94 17 

150 60 — 

326 360 1,197 

166 9,657 325 

Total, . 713 10,171 1,539 

It appears that 81'9 per cent, sought work in England, 12-4 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 5'7 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster of the 182 labourers. 111 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 7l, or 39'0 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 210 labourers, GO sought work in Great Britain, and 1.^0, or 71-4 
per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 1,883 labourers, 1,557 sought work in Great Britain (360 in England, 
and 1,197 in Scotland), while 32G, or 17'3 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 10,148, 9,982 sought work in Great Britain {only 325 of these 
in Scotland), and but 166, or I'G per cent, in Ireland. 

I have the honour to remain. 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

TH03. W. GKIMSHAW, 

Registixir-( j'vneral. 

General Kegister Office, 

CiiARLEJiOKT House, Dublin, 

7th September, 1887. 


Leinster, 

Munster, 

Ulster, 

Connauglit, 
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APPENDIX. 


„„t; „d fc N„„b3.. ,vh„ W not left theft Hem,, ft the thie (ftLth of IssT) 


Province of Leinster. 


COUNTIES 
POOR LAW UNIONS. 

II 


No,.bk 

tO..M,ORAT 

)Hv- Auhici;i,ti:bai. I.aboiirkbs havino Land and Arba of 
TifftiK Holdings, ’ 

1 

1 Where EMi'LOYBD. 

tll-i 

i 

11 

]% 4 S 

1 S .a S 

= 1 

® g 1 1 

1 ^ 

If 

11 

1“ 

1^ 

j- 

1 1 

J 

z g 

J 

I 

1 

ill 

Carlow County. 

SALTINOr.A.SS, part of, 

SlItLLBLalllf, „ 
Total, 

Dublin County. 

UAtUOIItKltV, 
Ci:i,BKin(iB, i>art of, 
Rudli.v, Nortu, . 
l)i’.i.ix,.Scicrm, . 

Du'.vsiiAUiiiiLiN, part of 

Xildare County, 
-iiiiv, part of, , 

B.vLTi.vni,ASS, 

CELlmilIGG, „ 

Total, 

Silkenny County. 

Callan, part of, 

Cauricr-o.v-Suiu. „ 
Ca<tli-;i'<>.>ii;r, 

Kilkrnna-, 

New Uos3. |>art of, ! 

THOMAtlOW.V, 
UiatXdi-oRii, part of, . 

Sing’s County, 

Kdevdbrry, part of, . 

I’aksoxstow.n, J 
liatCllKA, ” 


















__ 






"1 • 




7 

1 




'l 1 








7 

2 

' 


7 

! 



■ 

1 1 





1 . 


t ■ 

9 

1 


a 

i 4 














1 




G 

I 

__ 












4 

1 


3 










■ 



‘ 6 
' 1 

I 

1 

1 





1 

1 i 


• 







.9 

1 

2 

IZ 


.= 







31 


2B 

' 1 










34 

2 


“17 


longford County. 

HraxVrd''^"’ - 

19 






' 

1 





4 

G 

'1 

9 

'2 

■ 3 

lotAL, 

23 





3 


27 

)l 

Ulj 

9 

U 

I>outh County, 

'G4 


'g 

• 

3 I il 









1 

’79 



’l.'i 

Total, 

G9 


(i 

1 ■ 1 ’1 "1 




1 . .1 



■ I »'| 




I!) 


B 2 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, &c. — continued. 


ill I II I 


DUXIUN'VAY, 
KiXSALE, pai-t of, 
Machooji, „ 

SlilDBElUi^N, 


I Kerry County. 

C.UIEHSIVEEN, .. 
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Table showing, by Conuties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourer's, &c. — omlinuta. 


Province of Ulster. 
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Table showing, by Connties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agriciiltui-al Labourers, &o. — continued. 


COUNTIES 

AND 

POOR LAW UNIONS. 

£■1 
1 i- 

3 J 1 

1 N 
a|J 


Ko»i 

EUOF 


TOEV 

OK.CUL 

eTho 


RSHAV. 

NOLAN 

,AKOA 

EEAOe 


& 

1 ^ 
.l| 

Wber 




i 

“ i 
1£ 

“ s 



k 

s'2, 
a J 

3^ 
= 1 

1 ^ 

1 1 


3 

1 i 
|i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Sligo County. 



















WM 

Bataina, part of, . 

20 




1 


1 

1 







22 

21 

1 




70 














75 






23 

1 




2 


V 


2 











11 


1 




2 













ToBEacuunr, 

273 


I 

1 

7 

1 

10 

43 

33 

i8 

8 









Total, 

297 


2 

9 

3 

18 

53 

.34 

20 


2 


a] 

442 

381 

32 

29 


SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 

PROVINCES- 




















Leihsteb, 

149 

3 

.7 

2 

4 

4 

19 

8 

5 

1 





182 

94 

17 

71 

33 

Munster, . 

194 







2 

2 

1 

+ 

1 

2 

4 

210 

60 


150 

40 

Ulster, 

1,215 

11 

18 

47 

65 

56 

197 

207 

84 

63 

22 

1.5 

25 

55 

1,883 

360 

1,197 

326 

774 

CONNAUGIIT, . . 

6,199 

19 

n 

60 

!24 

173 

430 

1,440 

1,040 

601 

205 

112 

77 

44 

10,148 

9,657 

325 

166 

2,633 

Total of iRELATio, , 

7,757 

32 

79 

109 

193 

233 

646 

1,657 

1,131 

666 

231 

128 

104 

103 

12,423 

10,171 

1,539 

713 

3,487 


a Consisting of 50 ncros. 
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